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On Nov. 5, the Argentine government requested a special meeting on Nov. 11 by the Organization
of American States (OAS) Permanent Council at the ministerial level to discuss the recent British
decision to establish a 200-mile exclusive fishing zone surrounding the Malvinas (Falklands) islands.
The formal request delivered to the Council president, Honduran OAS Ambassador Antonio
Bermuduz stated that the British action "has created a new and serious source of tensions and
conflicts with unpredictable consequences, which can also affect the interests of third party states
and constitutes a threat to my country and the security of the hemisphere."
Latin American diplomatic sources told the Agence France Presse (AFP) that the Argentine
request for the Council meeting does not interfere with treatment of the Malvinas question by the
General Assembly. The Malvinas issue is part of the agenda for the 16th OAS General Assembly
meeting, scheduled to begin Nov. 10 in Guatemala City. A prior resolution approved by the General
Assembly insists on the necessity of negotiations between Britain and Argentina to resolve the
sovereignty dispute. The United States and a majority of the English-speaking Caribbean nations
expressed support of negotiations in the past.
Latin American diplomats expect that President Reagan could eventually play a mediator role
in the conflict between Britain and Argentina. Reagan will meet with Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher on Nov. 15. On the following day, Argentine President Raul Alfonsin will arrive in the US
to participate in a discussion on democratization in Latin America in Atlanta, George, organized by
former President Jimmy Carter.
Mexican Foreign Minister Bernardo Sepulveda announced that his government supports the
sovereign rights of Argentine regarding the Malvinas islands and the maritime zone surrounding
them. He said the reason for Mexican support is that "we believe that only through political
negotiations can difference between the parties to the conflict be resolved. Thus, we reject unilateral
measures which aggravate tensions in the area..." Sepulveda's declarations were made during a
dinner honoring OAS Secretary General Joao Baena Soares in Mexico City.
A statement by the Cuban Foreign Ministry said London's objectives are closely linked with the
"warmongering plans" of both the US and Britain in the South Atlantic. The Cuban government
extended its full support to Argentina in its attempt to recover sovereignty of the Malvinas. Costa
Rican officials charged that the British action blocks UN resolutions on the Malvinas conflict.
Colombian Foreign Minister Julio Londono Paredes announced that his government will support
Argentina in its attempts to negotiate a solution to the conflict in the context of international
organizations.
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The Ecuadoran government expressed its support of the joint statement by Argentina, Brazil
and Uruguay issued last weekend in condemnation of the British action. The Bolivian congress
unanimously approved a statement condemning the recent action by Britain to claim exclusive
fishing rights in waters surrounding the Malvinas. The congress also issued a call to all Latin
American governments to participate in an urgent meeting of legislators to discuss the problem.
Chairman of the Bolivian congress and the Andean Parliament, Julio Garret, said regional legislators
should convene immediately, and suggested that such a meeting could take place in Lima. Garret
will soon depart for visits in Peru, Colombia, Ecuador and Venezuela.
Some Latin American politicians suspect that the British move is in part motivated by an attempt
to sabotage Argentine efforts to establish fishing agreements with socialist countries, since such
arrangements would weaken links of economic dependency with the west. (PRENSA LATINA,
11/05/86) Nov. 6: Peruvian Foreign Minister Alan Wagner told the government news agency Andina
that his government will support Argentina in all initiatives before the Organization of American
States towards recovering sovereignty over the Malvinas islands. rrangements under the table, or
behind it, to finance a secret war by the CIA, or any other group," he said.
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